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The Sayings of Richard Stafford, a Priſoner in Bethlehem 
Hoſpital in Moor fields. 


To the READER. 


Ecauſe of the Interruption of a Priſon,and the Difficulty of having Pen,Ink ana Paper ; 
B and ſeeing that -_" here muſt be diſpatch'd with Haſte, ( for which Reaſons tho:; 
may ſt excuſe and ſupply the Errata's of the Printer, with the Rudexeſs of the S$t:'e, ant 
leſſer Faults of mine own,) I was, as it were, neceſſitated to: deliver the ſubjequent Mtter 
en: Plain and Diſtinct Sayings : Which (chough without Method or Correttion) yet may be 


ſomewhat uſeful to the bringing out, that others may come unto the Knowledg of the Trurh. 


0 NE Reaſon why the preſent Governor hath fuch a great Multitude of People of all 
Sorts and Conditions to fide with him, is to be imputed to 


the Corrupt Nature of Mankind ; for as that is more Fond *No an Uſurpe q 
and Aﬀectionare towards a Whore than a Lawfu! Wife, fo the Multi- fygnifies him who 
rude have been always more Zealous for, and Greater Admirers of an 7796 het h upon 
* Vſurper than of a Rightful King. another *s Right, | 


2. To thoſe that fay rhatT (Richard Stafford) do write Seditious or Treaſonable Books 
or Papers. my an{wer 1s on this wiſe : | 


That Sedition 15 227eta Movere, to Stir up, Raiſe and Occafion Wars and Fightings.; and 
then this doth truly fall back upon all them, who three years ago did Invade this:Nation 
(which before was in Great Peace and Quetneſs): And the ſame People have hereby occa- 
foned Wars inthe Neighboring Kingdoms, and on the Seas ever fince. In which there has 
been more (I ſuppoſe) than an Hundred thouſand Mens Lives loſt, and the End # not yer. 
I do ſay and affirm, Thar it is a ContradiCtion and Abſurdiry for him to accompliſh the = 
Peace and Security of Europe, whoſe unreaſonable and unwarrantahle Ambition is one chief 
thing rhat hath upheld, and doth yer continue 1t in a State of War and Deſolation. Bur to 
Reproach me for a Peſt:lent Fellow and mover of Sedition, becauſe I publiſh Words which 
do declare, rhat theſe M/ars and Frghtings are Unlawful and Unchriſtian of borh fides. 
And I (by the Knowledge given m:) do ſhew the only Good, True and Right way, for 2 

:Thteous Settlement and a Laſting Peace, borh in this INland, and alſo in the Co:intries 
round about : All rhis is to ſpeak Lies and Falſhood concerning me. 

And whereas I do write the Grea: things of the Law of God, and only the words of hs 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, whoſoever dorh or ſhall Accuſe or Charge me with TREASON 

herein, He or They ſhall be adjudged Heady, High-minded, yea, and Traytors again{t 
the God of Heaven, v:3. Such as would not have God reign over them, for it 1s the utmoſt 
Strangeneſs and Monſtrouſneſs, and it proceeds from groſs Ignorance, Unbelief, or elſe 
(what 1s yet worſe) from rhe moſt Damnable Pride and Rebellion of Heart, that a parcel of 
(what are called) Reaſonable People joyned regether in a Communiry (who are but Crea- 
tures of five or fix Foot long, and muſt dye ſeverally notwithſtanding all their power or 
Mulurude) ſhould nor only be contented not to obey the Law of the Great God, who cre- 
ated all things, and is now nearer to every one of us than the Air we breath in.) But them- 
ſelves, Forſooth | not having the fear of God before thur Eyes, nor yet remembring that 
they are but Mca, do call it Treaſon to have his Law fer before them, and ro be confronted 
unto their Doings and Actions. In this rhey are more Proud than Lucifer, Son of th: 
Morning , jor he would be !:ke the moſt High, If. 14.14. Yea, herein they are wor: - 
than Antichriſt the Man of Sin, for He oppoſeth, and exalteth himſelf above all that 53 
calex God : But this is to oppoſe and exalrt themſelves above what is not only caied, 1G 
really God himſelf. | | 

3- Taat is no De;zverarce (notwithſtanding Thoſe cail it fo, who fiſh for 35 00 

A | 


LP op 


REI, * # 


TY") 
«at in theſe Troubled Waters) which hath involved us in a, State of Kzllmg and S!aying, 
and hath brought in/ all manner of Confufien, and every Evil work; and as. yet Iagpoſcs 
us to Greater Danger than it firit found us mn. PTR NE 
a. The Conſequence is both Fallacious and Falſe, That to bring in a Popif King, would 
be to bring in the Popiſh Religion, as 1 have abundantly and particularly ſhewed in my 
printed Apo!ogy, and my Diſcourſe. on 2 Cor. 10. 4. where ti1s Univerſal Surnvfe 1s fo 
cleared, that any one who reads there, and canunderſtand, may be alſo farisfied, a1 aſſent 
tat it would be only fo as T have there delivered. But becauſe we world not do evil, that 
good may come, we are flanderoiſly reported, as if we would Relapſe Three Kingdoms thtg 
'n. Whica now ſeem to be Retrieved from our of the Papacy ; whereas all the Matter i 
this, There are 2 vaſt Multicade of Temporizirg Levites, and Men-pieajing Pafe ors and 
Teachers, who have deſpiſed and falſified their former Oaths to keep rheir Places, which 
z all their Living ; and both do hide their Eyes from rhe Breach of ſundry of rhe Com- 
mandements of God to pleaſe the King that now 1s; for ts Serviie and M-7-pleaſing 
Temper 1s very incidental to tho'e who have ben Conjecrated and Oraained from the meanejt 
of tbe People; and therefore they will do any thing (whether ir be Sin or nor) to tagratiate 
themſelves with the Chief Man of this Nation, -and with rhe other Rich and Mighty People. 
There-is beſid-32 great Number of whe Lairy,: who (fome for the Neceffaries, and otuers 
for the SupetAaities and Pride of Life) do.Steal; and Murther, and Swear fuiſly, and 
Oppreſs ; aid {ay, They are delivered” to do theſe Abominations, Jer. 7. 10. They mutt 
do them for the Neceſſity of Government ; fo that (for ſuch a thing may be {upp>{ed, 
which neither was, and pzrhaps may not be} if King Fames had had rhe unanimous Love 
and Conſent of the People, or ſhoald yer re-urn with.it, we may judge how far the very 
fame Pevfons-would havo -atted arid complied with him in his Superititio2 and Falle Wor- 
ſhip; or would yet. \/Batno:wnhftanding their ſhameful Prevarications, all thoſe who {ve 
by Faith, and do 1b2y.and pieaſe God rather than Man, thefe neither woalJ, nor will yet. 
comply with him in any Sin or Error. © Bleffed bz God, though rhere is a vaſt Number of 
Hypocrites, Oarwar: Worſhippers, and Nominal Cariftians, ye: ther2 is a ſmall Rem.72% 
. of theſeitill among us, and in theſe Gol both can and alſo wall preſerve hs Pure and Unc- 
\.fried Religion. \ By theſe oaly He is Gloritied, but through raeir Breach of rhe Law D/- 
 £010red by all the others. | 4; | | 
5. Tacy have bat ile Faith and Dpendenc2 up3n Gad, who will not do Righteous 
things, and rruit our God with tae Event of ail; who will not ob:y, nor rely upo:, nor 
g.ve credence-umo his Word, ſpeaking on this wile, Szard in aw? an4 jin not, Offer the 
Sccrifices of Regiteoiſnefs, 'and put your truſt in th2 . Lord, Plal. 4. 4, 5-. In Reghte- 
9:ne(s (ha't thou be e/tabiiſh:d1: Tau ſpatt be far from Oppreſjian, for chou ſhalt nat 
fear ; and from terror, For it ſha! nat came near thee, Va. 54. 14. | 
6. 1 was for fone tim2 unJer a Miſapprehenfion, how God would eſtabliſh R/2hteouf- 
n2{s and Peace on the Earth; asif it would be done by thoſe who now have the ourward 
pwer to prochiim War or treat of Peace ; or by Parl:zaments or Counjels after the'r man- 
zer of maxing:Lass; .Afts vr Statutes. Bar now F do perceive that it is a wrong Method 
to make Appiic ition anco them in ris Geeate!t Marter ; for the goo] and perpetual unngs 
belonging tw Chirch or State {as they are commonly - named or {ub vided) have not, 
gor yet will be done by Eccleaatical Cannons or Conftirunons, 'nor by Temporal Lvvs. 
For a8 taoſe of the Pr :elthood haye Gichonored : God by their Errors and Corruption, fo the 
Rici of the People {who had the mot rzafon to ſerve and obey God) have moved {im to 
Featouſie with their Pride, ani] ith their Gods {or Idols of Men they have fer over them» 
ſeives} and p: 0v5%cd Jam to ager with their Vanities, Dear. 22. 29. ſo n9 great and 
901 thing is to be exp:cd irom them. Bur yer it was neceflary to wan and admon:it 
tc Gf the Tranfpreitien tiey huive commirred in rhe Mater of King James, and to ex” 
hon them to come unto Rep:nrur.ce an Rettitution ; which ſeeing Urit they Go Hull de- 
ſpifs an are Stubbo.n3 Tacy lo hate and caſt the words of Injtrution veh:nJ1 them. 
Yei,. T:cy are 6fr077:000 it; tor the Devil hatch this Method al'o, to connue People 0 
La Stiri pothe wiie.en may be thonght, Tlap the rhing is paſſed amay, ard | 
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1500 them for at Eternity. By the words of Truth, Meckne's a4 7 Ri7/2004/7:275, T woul 
Fave Goan/ad fh75 " Ent fhe uv not f healed, and I have delivered mine own Soul : For 
fe 100 Nition that obs 3eth 3:0t the Voice of tre ViYJrd of the Lord. So Taat is likely to 
come non them, what I farnnfed and greatly feared, when I firit warned and teſtified 
20ainkt thin on Fanuary 4. 168 4.4F -h De ten they were in DANGER, but now it 
13 To be ext eamly 0; eaded, They ſha actually ate in their m_ "oy 8.24. And ſhe 
:ioteriy Deri{ea in theer 6wiE Corruption, 2 Pet. 2. 12. And if it b: tne Go9d Pleaſure on 
Car God ro Re/tore tis Anotted,, He can [dai il WilOut Lei lady O7r INK King ren Initru- 
ment. Though it were.to be defired, tor their ,good, tht they woald Fear Gel, and 

evime 001491 Into Fe iP of 7s Commandments : Toat ras vey / lane Perions, "no havc 
net done Re TDLCOUſRErS would Repent," and'yer borh learn, a2d aifo, «9 Peg 5:eo:h2ſs. But 
if this be hd from their Eyes, pts $Dcy [i ſrali nat 62 ACco; unted Worthy, Judge Me, O Gad, 
and pie: ead my Cauſe agiinlt an Ungodly Nato a---0 ſend out tly Light and thy Truth, 
Pjal. 43-1.3- And if that doth once ſhine as un: iverlally and opznly "(as tne Sun 11 the 

| bi ) winca hath hitzerro- beea only ligated up in Co-xer5, or bar in a very few 
aark places: It rnat Truth may appear above-board, and be known aad {pread abroad to 


all Men: which hath hitherto been only: -/þaken of zn ſecret, and - WL NESS 


wht o/ in private 
Rooms; "If atl the good Thoughts: of Hegrt may be uttered ou: aloud. audib.y and diſktinfly, 


and People ſhall nor be afraid {wmch;tacy; Bev. conceal. uler the falle name of Pr uclence 

ſo todo, as all this wilt he, mher God. + tkes ro him;elf the Great Power, and ſhall Reign - 

All this will not only bring tae King back, bur (what | is iniinmely mor: .) ir will alſo bing 

in Everlaſting Regh zeonfneſs, and fettle Peace ſo long as the Moron endureth. 

. 7. Ii- thar- Specch made to the Parirament on October 22 1691. there was that called (if ] 

forget not my Logick) Fella: Diftzonts, or a Traniverat of things, or rather a ſubtle cor-. 

Ce: ng of what ſhould alſo live been ſpoke: of. + For whereas it was {a1d, That former Suc- 

ceſſes wo:ild be an Earneft of futire 0255, and he Lower Houſe of Parliament did Eccho. 

back [:S words, Th ey did bope it wnitid be an 34, ppy Pr eſzg2 of Fre ture Succeſſes. 1 would 

only ja't mention by the way, before come to obſerve. upon tins Propottion, Hoy much . .arcþaraCl 
Evil and Inconvenience hath been in the World, when People | become the Servants of Men: Fg 00G 
And they whici are for rhe Good; Wealth, and Liberry 0: this. Nation, . have too often ——-7 ? | 
proved like Too!s and Scaffo! Js to a Building , which ſerve only ro ered it up to fuci'a | 
Greataeſs of Hetght, and rhen they are laid * and readred_ aſcleſs for rhat Rezen. 

This is a kind of Humane Remark, bar Injanum dicere Derutm ging vetat ? Men of Under- 

Randing may here judge what Ifay, without making. a gre Pan ar. xd. particular Appli- 

cation. Bur as to rhe thing: which gave occation, unco this," I am-one of thoſe Witneſſes 

who / Dring out Dimne Tratb, - though the: Perſecution and Em] ty of. the W ord make me 

t ſufter forit. Thar above-menticned. was {pokeirot as.to the Reducing of Ireland; and: 
Ihaveinaprinted halt Sheer, entiruled, A.L1zt:0na! Fords, &c_ a. ſigaed-rhs, very Reaſon, 

thereof. Bur may it not be here: again retorted, That the Frexc be ating our Flzet ar Sea 

the Year before this, with rhat Advantage they got over the Confederae e Army this laſt 

Campaizne, bean Earnett unto. them of their furure Succeiies alfo 2 And verily, 1 I did 

not believe, that. the Time of t2-Prom:ſe. draws near, and is even.novy at the doors, when 

God ſhall rebune the * COMPANY of SP2&T Man, and. JH CTHET, the Peoper that del:oht in Var ; 

and thar he wz juſt now bringing: 10th: Unj ar i ak Peace for Ever ang * Ever. tl hroughout 

all rhe Habitable Parts of the Earth . TY would all: redly © happe: 2 with this Poor and Hypo- 

Cr3:1cai Nation, as1 have gathered from the T/ LEY feventh an] FR, fry /econd Chapter of 

Jereniah. Bur amidit a il there 13 more to h2 un: lzritood from inele following Jerzpeures 
«& Truth, than from the Conjecture or Obſervation of all Men hving, be they n nzver {o 

Holy or Knowing . vi7. The Race is nos to the Swift, nor the Batte: to the-S:TONg, but 

Trize and Ch "ance happenerh t6 to all, Ecciti.9.1 L.. There 35 4 juſt Man which periſheth in Lis 

K1g-teczy aſne'5, dud FEE 15:4 wicked Man that provemgett hs Life in bis 44 cRedneye, 

Ecclef. 7. If There ve [4 ft: Mon, unto whom it happenctn accor News tothe work, of the 

[7 cred: Agarn, there be wicked Men, to whom it happeneth accor err 'g to the work, of the. 

2-205, Ecclef. 8.14. No Man knoweth either Love os Hatred {ol God) by all chat ts 
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before him. All things Lappen alike to all ; there 15 one Event to the Righteous and to the 
Wicked; to the Good, to the Clean and the Unciean ; to him that Sacrifticeth, or to hing 
that Sacrificeth not : As 1s the Good, ſors the Sinner ; and he that ſweareth, as he thas 
fweareth an Oath, Eccleſ. 9. 1,2. For within theſe ſeven Years our ſelves haveſcen one Re. 
bellion defeated and prove Abortive ; when another after that was Proſperous and Succeſsfy] : 
As 2 certain Heathen Poet hath ſaid, 1/le crucem ſceleris pretium tulit, hic Diadema, 
8. Pecauſe I had fo very much in my Writings cautioned the Incarnate Inſtruments of 
the Devil, of the Danger they would ſubject rhemſelves unto, if they ſhould cajt me inc 
Priſon, Rev. 2. 10. for the ord of God; I ſuppoſe to avoid that, and yet to hinder me 
from the further Miniſtration thereof, They according to Subtlety and Policy, did therefore 
throw me into this Hoſpital of Lunaticks or Mad People, hoping thereby to avoid the 
Threatning and Judg:nent of God {which yet will be executed according to Truth) upon. 
| themſelves for this doing ro me his Servant and Meſlenger ; judging within themſelves (bur 
not aright) that this is n2za Preſon: And rhereby they alio think to take off from, and de- 
feat thoſe Words of Trut/> and Soberneſs (which I have already publiſhed, and truit in Al. 
mighty God I ſhall yer Publiſh) that they may ſeem 'as rhe Imaginations of a Diſtempered 
Bram, which are indeed the True Sayings of God, for they proceed forth trom his Word ang. 
Spirit. This hath been the merhod of Satan of O!d; bur as there is no more need, than only 
to diſcover and ſhew rhe Snare unto a prudent Man, that he may juſt fee 1t : So all the Devices. 
of the Enemy, when they are only made known and laid open, theſe do prove Ineftectual 
ro the end for which he deligns them. My viſible Perſecutors do allo err in their own 
Hearts; for not only the dittin& Place called a Prifon, but an Houſe, Jer. 37. 15.0r any other: 
place where is Confinemeatr, that is Pr:ſor. And when they fent me here upon a talſe Ground, | 
by Fudamg me before they ever heard me, and knowing throughly whar I did, or whatT- 
am, all which is contrary to the Law of God, Fehr 7. 51. and of this Realm, S:at.9. Hen. - 


. 


& 28 Ed. 3. Allthis is annexing Rebellion to their Sin, and Lying to their Rebellion ; yea, 
an Adding Sin to $11; which as to the fliture will heap more Puniſhment and Milery upon! 
| themſelves: So in the mean whileit is 4 ſign of a very bad cauſe, that muſt be propt up and * 


"« ſupported by ſuch Metvods of Oppreſſion and Injuſtice. | : 
*_ *19. Sothat thoſe two Men (Sir 7/illiam Foreſter and Mr. Forbes) who made and ſigned an 
Order for my Commninent here, on November 4. 1691. and ground 1t upon my being 
Diftratted {whereas I am not Dzſtrated } They do hereby Love and make a Lic,Rev.22.15. 
. the Danger and Penalry whereof, 1s Non-adinutiion and Excluſion from Heaven ; for ſaith 
the ſame Scripture, All Liars ſhall have their part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtene: which is the ſecond death, Rev. 21.8. As fure as this Goſpel 75 True, (ler 
this Word be made known unto them that they may look to themſelves) Their own Car- 
kaſſes ſhall burn a much longer rime in Hel!, than their hand-writing doth now, or ſhall yer 
further detain my Weak Boy in Pr:{on- | 
10. They do this to keep their Places (for which they will pay dear enough, as may be 
percerved from what 1s aforefaid) Bar it is either by the elpecial Commznd, or Knowledge and 
Approbation of Two that are Higher. And therefore I would propoſe this thing Simply and 
Abitractedly to tne Reader. Whither rhe- Chief Man (for Princeps fignifies a Chick Man) 
who hath tis Denomination from the Prizc:pality of Orange, and Mary the eldeit Daughter 
of King Fames (ior lo I chooſe to name her, ro put her more in mind, becauſe ſhe is ſo very 
apt to forget her Duty to her Father} are not more Mad themfelves, in that rhey will not 
obey the Law of the Great God, than F am reputed Mad, only for etring this Lav before 
them. Are they nor Creatures ? And whereas they Imþr:/on me only tor thus doing, God, 
who knows all the Secrets and Thoughts of their Heart, will adjudge this to be worle, than 
it they now ſpoxe out in a plain, outward audible Voice, He will not obey God: Which 
whatever they think {God knows it all one) or Practice, They refrain to {peak our, leaſt 
It ſhould feem Ochous and Dereſtable to all Godly People. Certain I am, They will in thus 
doing, accumulate more Gwmlr and Mifery upon themſelves, than they can now in this Ort 
Lite, iniict Puniſhment upon me. 
| Cenfiicr of it, Te Aav ce, and fbeah vour Migids. 
Ls 


